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Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL 37 
CFRLIO 

"EXPRESS MAIL" Mailing Ubel No.:ER77n04921lIS 
Date of Deposit January 20, 2004 

I hereby certify that this paper, including the documents 
referred to therein, or fee is being deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
service under 37 CFR 1. 10 on the date indicated above and 
is addressed to Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment, 
Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

Type or Print Name Valerie jCFc 



REPLY TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 
MAILED DECEMBER 1 7, 2003 

In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed December 17, 2003, Applicants 
respectfully respond as follows. Being made on or before January 20, 2004, no extension of time 
is required, as January 17^*" fell on a Saturday, and Monday, January 19^*", Martin Luther King 
Day is an official USPTO holiday. Therefore, this response is timely filed. 

Response to Restriction Requirement 

Claims 1-20 are pending in the application. The Examiner requires the Applicant to elect 
a single disclosed species under 35 U.S.C. 121. In response thereto, Applicant elect species I - 
Figs. 1 & 3. In connection with this election, Applicant requests examination of claims 1-9, 11- 
13, and 15-20. 
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Applicants reserve their right to file divisional application(s) on the non-elected species, 
species II - Fig. 2, or for consideration of additional species written in dependent form following 
allowance of a generic claim. 


Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully assert that the claims, as amended, are in 
condition for allowance. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Valerie K. Friedrich, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 39,676 
1422 Chestnut Springs 
Houston, Texas 77062 
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